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LET US WELCOME NEW COMERS TO ISLAM
AND TO OUR SURTI SUNNII VOHRA ENDOGAMOUS GROUP
ISMAIL AHMED LAMBAT(MANCHESTER)

developing work with those who show an
interest in learning about ISLAM. We feel

We feel and most of our readers will
agree with us that we SURTI SUNNI VOHRAS
have historically been very weak at inviting
possible reverts to ISLAM and helping them
to learn about our beautiful religion.
Regretfully this also led our SURTI SUNNI
VOHRAS to pay no or very little attention to
the religious needs of those women from
non-Muslim communities who married our
village-based brothers. Besides giving them
Muslim names, their other religious needs
were not or very seldom taken care of. To us
SUNNI SURTI VOHRAS they were 'NEW
MUSLIMS' and were very often treated as
“outsiders” at weddings, funerals and at
social/religious gatherings.

We SURTI SUNNI VOHRAS living in
Britain have not under gone much change in
our thinking from our historical past when
providing those who seek information on
Islam and helping those who revert to
ISLAM to learn about our religion. We can
attend prayers at any of the many masajid
across Britain run by our SURTI SUNNI
VOHRAS and see reverts offering their
NAMAAZ as SHAFIS. This we feel helps
provide proof of our lack of effort in helping
reverts to join us as HANAFIS. There is need
for us to admit that whilst we SURTI SUNNI
VOHRAS have played very important roles in
making available masajid, madaris and dar-
ul-ulooms across Britain we failed to talk to
those who showed interest in learning
about ISLAM and we feel we left this very
important piece of work to others.

There is a need for us SURTI SUNNI
VOHRAS to become interested in

such persons not only need to be introduced
to our ULEMA or the imams of our masajid
but they need long term support. Many a
times we come across instances where
someone interested in reverting to ISLAM is
asked/helped to recite the KALIMA. This for
many of the reverts is unfortunately the
beginning and the end of accepting ISLAM.
We feel we need to show more as well as
sustained interest to help the new comers to
know more about ISLAM to enable them to
become part of our Muslim community,
become practicing Muslims and remain
steadfastas Muslims.

We feel we need to become aware
and interested in the changes our SURTI
SUNNI VOHRA endogamous group in Britain
is undergoing and the challenges these
changes are bringing along. Our system of
arranging marriages of our children is fast
losing its role. Similarly, our old system of
cousins marrying cousins has disappeared or
is about to disappear. A growing number of
our young people of marriageable age no
longer depend on their parents, or other
relatives to seek marriage partners for them.
A growing number of males as well as
females who wish to get married look for
their own partners.

Whilst most look for marriage
partners from our SURTI SUNNI VOHRA
endogamous group many of our young men
and women prefer to marry persons of their
choice. As a result of this we are being
regularly joined through marriage by both
Muslim men as well as women and by men
and women reverts to Islam from different
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religious, ethnic and racial groups. With
the progress of time we feel our SURTI
SUNNI endogamous group will continue
to become composed of persons from
different racial and ethnic groups as more
and more of our men and women seek life
partners of their choice whilst preferring to
remain with or in close contact with their
family members and members of our
endogamous group. We now have within
the SURTI SUNNI VOHRA endogamous
group men and women from Pakistani,
Bangladeshi, white British, Malaysian,
Chinese, African, African- Caribbean, Arab
and Somali origins or backgrounds and
their numbers are growing as more and
more of our members seek life partners
fromoutside our endogamous group.
There is nothing wrong, unusual or
surprising with the type of expansion
through marriage our endogamous group
is undergoing. We feel we should feel
happy with the fact that barring a few most
of the non-Muslim men or women who get
married to SURTI SUNNI VOHRA men or
women revert to ISLAM. Historically we
SURTI SUNNI VOHRAS reverted from some
Hindu castes or sub-castes and later we
were joined by members of other castes,
sub-castes and ethnic and racial groups. If
we look at our VOHRA brothers and sisters
or look at our own family members, we will
notice how different we look from the
others. We have among our VOHRAS some
who are tall and of slim build and others

who are not so tall. We have those who are
very light of complexion and others who are
dark. We feel the new comers who join our
SURTI SUNNI VOHRA endogamous group
will help our group to have more variety in
our sizes, shapes and colours and at the
same time help our endogamous group to
have more members.

We feel we should welcome all the
new comers to the SURTI SUNNI VOHRA
endogamous group and provide them with
the assistance they need. Some of those
who join us from other Muslim communities
will not need much support in learning
about Islam. The support such persons will
need will be about learning of our
endogamous group. We feel such persons
should be helped to understand our culture
or whatremains of our culture as we too like
other communities living in Britain have lost
many aspects of our culture. We would also
like the new comers to our endogamous
group to learn some ' GET-BY' GUJARATI to
allow them to form closer ties especially
with our older members.

Those women or men who revert to
Islam on marrying our men folk or our
women folk will need more support to learn
aboutIslamand our endogamous group and
our culture. We feel we must not leave such
persons to find their own way. They must be
helped and supported to learn about Islam
and our endogamous group. This will help
them get close to Islam and to our
endogamousgroup. N
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H NO. 4/1760 - NEAR PANCHMUKHI HANUMAN MANDIR,
LATA HOUSE ,BEGUMPURA, RING ROAD,SURAT-395002
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Almamoniah

Saudi Arabia mein apni behtarin aur kamyab Khidmadt
anjam dete huey 20 saal se ziada arsa gujar chuka hain.
ALMAMONIAH aap tamam ALLAHKe ghar ke mehmanoka
apne tajurbe aur first class, jadid khidmat ke saath
khair makdam Karte hain ke aap ka safar pursukun aur
aaramda ho.

("“"““” A"”‘“H'éi'-w201g : Departure 30th July )

05 Nights in Azizia,
05 Nights in Mina, Arafat & Muzdalfa,
02 Nights in Azizia,

15 Nights in Makkah, Package includes:
09 Nights in Madinah, Air Ticket (Direct Flight), Visa,
02 Nights in Azizia Accommodation, Travel Bag,

Ahram (Complete set), Transportation, Ziyarat,
Food (Large Buffet), Laundry & Zam-Zam Pani

380000 Deluxe Package (Shifting)

Per Person Mina Tent / Maualim No. 102
5 Sharing Hotel Makkah: Elaf Mashaer / Anjum /similar
Hotel Madinah: Mawaddah Noor

460000 Super Deluxe Package (Shifting)

Bor Parson Mina Tent / Maualim No. 20 to 27

4 Sharing Hotel Makkah: Pullman zamzam / Swissotel Magam / Hilton|
Hotel Madinah: Rove Madinah / Mawaddah Noor

660000 Executive Package. (Non shiftin

Per Person No accommodation in Azizia

4 Sharing Hotel Makkah: Al Massa / Hilion
Hotel Madinah: Dallah Tayaba
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